
10-SCs: A Symphony of Strategy and Resilience 
Introduction 
As I journey through the wilderness, I am repeatedly reminded of 
the profound wisdom embedded in “Terry’s 10-Survival Categories 
(10-SCs).” This comprehensive framework has proven itself as the 
cornerstone of my survival philosophy, interweaving the essentials 
of existence with the natural rhythms of the wilderness. The 10-
SCs are a mindset, a structured way of thinking that anchors 
survival and adaptability in even the most unpredictable 
environments. Through the lens of these categories, I have come 
to see survival as a symphony where strategy and resilience 
harmonize with nature’s elements. 

The 10-Survival Categories: A Foundation for Survival 
1. Compass (Navigation Methods) 
Navigation is both a science and an art in the wilderness. 
A reliable compass serves as the cornerstone of my 
backpack, offering guidance when traversing dense 
forests, valleys and countrysides, rolling hills, or rugged 
mountain terrain. Paired with a notebook, I meticulously 
log bearings, landmarks, and distances, creating a map 
of my journey that ensures precision and clarity. I also 
have topographical maps that add value to some 
wilderness travels by enabling me to see all of nature’s 
landmarks, guide rails, and backstops. 

Nature offers many navigational aids to guide our paths. The following are examples: 

• Moss Patterns: Moss tends to grow thicker on the north side of tree trunks. 
• Tree Limbs: Tall trees often have more limb growth on their south side. 
• Shadow Stick Method: Place a two- or three-foot vertical stick in the ground and mark the tip of its 

shadow. After 15 to 30 minutes (waiting longer provides more noticeable shadow movement), 
observe the shadow’s new position. Draw a straight line between the two points to determine the 
east-west orientation, as the sun rises in the east and sets in the west. The north-south orientation 
can then be found by drawing a line at a 90° angle to the east-west line.  

• Using an Analog Watch in the Northern Hemisphere: Hold the watch flat and point the hour hand 
in the direction of the sun. The midpoint between the hour hand and the 12 o’clock mark (or the 1 
o’clock mark during daylight saving time) indicates south. Remember, “Spring ahead, Fall back'” 
helps you adjust your watch for daylight saving time."  

These natural indicators can be invaluable when determining direction in the wilderness. 

This symbiotic approach to navigation—merging the precision of a compass with nature's guidance—
enriches my experience. Whether following a hand-drawn map or reading the land’s subtle signals, 
navigation becomes a dance between human ingenuity and nature’s enduring wisdom. 

2. Containers (Water and Food) 
Containers are more than for storage—they are versatile tools that ensure survival. A GRAYL purification 
system allows me to turn even the murkiest water sources into life-sustaining hydration. Beyond water, 
containers are essential for cooking, storing food, gathering resources like berries or nuts, and collecting 
fire-starting tinder. 



In harmony with nature, I often improvise with what is available. A hollowed-out log can act as a makeshift 
bowl, while large leaves or bark can function as temporary containers for foraged goods. During rains, tarps 
catch and channel the rain’s water into containers, demonstrating how preparedness aligns with nature’s 
abundance. 

These tools also bridge modern convenience with ancient methods. Cooking meat over an open flame in a 
repurposed tin can or on a hot rock put in the fire, hanging from a stick over the fire, or even directly on the 
coals, or boiling water in a metal cup echoes the resourcefulness of survivalists who came before me. 
Containers, whether crafted or carried, are a testament to adaptability and the ability to thrive amidst 
nature’s challenges. 

3. Combustion (Fire and Light) 
Fire is more than just warmth—it is a lifeline in the wilderness. It cooks food, purifies water, deters 
predators, and offers comfort during long, dark nights. Fire also provides light through embers' soft glow or 
a makeshift torch. A torch can be crafted by heating pine resin until it liquefies, then pouring it over a 
pinecone attached to the end of a stick, or by wrapping a piece of tarred hemp rope around a stick—one of 
the types of cordage I always carry in my backpack. Additionally, I keep a flashlight, a small lamp, and a 
compact power bank in my pack for reliable illumination. 

Building and maintaining fire is a practice grounded in observation and skill. I gather fatwood from pine 
trees or use birch bark as kindling, marveling at how nature provides all the elements needed to spark a 
flame. A clothesline near the fire dries damp clothing while the radiant heat warms my shelter, creating an 
oasis of comfort amidst the cold. 

Light, as an extension of fire, is an essential survival tool. Ancient illumination methods—such as torches 
made from pine resin-dipped cattail tops or pinecones on sticks, sticks wrapped with hemp rope, or animal 
fat lamp oil with a wick—connect modern survival practices to timeless traditions. Even the sun, nature’s 
ultimate source of fire, dries equipment and clears moisture from camp, demonstrating how combustion 
transforms the wilderness into a livable environment. 

Making Lamp Oil from Animal Fat: 
Creating lamp oil from animal fat is a practical wilderness skill that transforms 
a natural resource into a sustainable light source. To do this, collect fat from 
animals such as deer or rabbits, found around internal organs and beneath the 
skin. Melt the fat slowly over a low fire to render it, separating liquid oil from 
solid impurities. Strain the oil through a cloth or fine mesh (like a bug net) to 
remove debris, ensuring a cleaner burn. 
Store the rendered oil in a container and use it in a simple lamp. For the lamp, improvise a container, 
such as a small metal cup or hollowed log or rock, and craft a wick from cotton, plant fibers, or 
moss. Saturate the wick with oil, light it, and adjust for a steady flame. This method provides a 
reliable and resourceful way to produce light in the wilderness while making the most of available 
materials. 

4. Cover (Shelter, Sleep System and Structure, and Clothing) 
In the wilderness, shelter is not merely a physical structure—it is a sanctuary that protects and nurtures 
both body and spirit. I rely on tarps, durable sleeping 
systems, and proper clothing to guard against the 
elements, maintaining a delicate balance of warmth, 
dryness, and comfort. Yet, nature often extends a hand 
to enhance my efforts. Fallen pine boughs, dense 
foliage, and the root ball of uprooted trees or a rocky 
outcrop are integral to my sheltering system and 
structure. 

Taking cues from the natural world, I observe how deer 
make their beds in sheltered thickets and how birds 



weave protective nests with meticulous care. This inspires me to create structures harmonizing with the 
environment, ensuring functionality and minimal impact. On stormy nights, I have found refuge beneath 
the dense branches of a mature pine tree, its natural canopy shielding me from rain and snow while 
deepening my connection to the rhythms of the forest. Even in the chill of late fall, the earth, when 
blanketed with leaves or grasses to provide insulation, becomes a partner in my survival. 

Clothing, too, becomes a vital layer of shelter. My carefully chosen garments wick away moisture, trap 
warmth, and shield me from wind and rain. This blend of modern gear and nature’s provisions exemplifies 
the adaptability required to thrive in the wild. Every shelter and every layer of clothing speaks to the unity 
of human ingenuity and the gifts of the earth, reminding me that survival is as much about collaboration 
with nature as it is about preparation. 

5. Calories (Food Types) 
Energy is the lifeblood of every action in the wilderness. Whether 
through freeze-dried meals that you pack, foraged plants, or calories 
sourced from nature’s bounty of animals, birds, and fish to maintain 
the energy I need and that is crucial for my survival. By observing 
seasonal changes and animal behavior, such as the migration patterns 
of birds or the ripening of wild berries, I align my food-gathering efforts 
with nature’s rhythms. 

In addition to foraging, I rely on fishing, hunting, and trapping to secure high-calorie meat sources. Fishing 
connects me to the water’s ecosystem, teaching me patience while waiting for catfish or bass to bite. 
Observing the movements of prey that fish target and the behaviors of surrounding wildlife offers insights 
into the intricate food web of the water system. 

Hunting demands keen observation and a deep understanding of animal movements while trapping 
requires strategy, precision, knowledge, and respect for the animals and birds I pursue. Whether casting a 
line into a stream, crafting snares from cordage, or patiently tracking deer, I account for their natural travel 
patterns influenced by the time of day, seasonal changes, and weather impacts on their environment. 
These practices provide nourishment and deepen my connection to the land and its rhythms. 

Observing wildlife—how squirrels store nuts or predators stalk their prey—offers 
valuable lessons in resourcefulness and preparation. These insights remind me of 
the importance of balance: taking only what is needed and giving back to the 
environment whenever possible. In the wilderness, calories are more than 
sustenance—they are a testament to the resilience and adaptability that survival 
demands. 

6. Cutting (Knives, Axes, and Saws) 
Cutting tools are the essence of wilderness crafting and survival. A reliable knife, axe, and saw allow me to 
create and adapt in the natural world. They transform raw materials into shelters, fuel, and tools essential 
for survival. A sharp knife enables me to whittle stakes and craft tools for around the camp, prepare game 
for cooking, and cut cordage, while a sturdy axe splits logs for firewood or assists with crafting tools for the 
camp. The saw excels in precision tasks, such as cutting wood to specific lengths for shelter construction, 
crafting traps, or efficiently processing firewood. Together, these tools form a versatile trio, indispensable 
for thriving in the wilderness. 

Nature’s examples of cutting, like beavers felling trees, chewing logs to smaller 
sizes, and chewing off the log’s branches to ease moving the tree’s remnants to 
their home, or woodpeckers carving out nests, inspire my respect for efficiency 
and precision. Every cut I make in the wilderness reminds me to use these 
resources wisely and sustainably. Regular sharpening and proper technique 
ensure these tools remain dependable, reflecting the balance of effort and care 
essential to survival.  



7. Cordage (Ropes and Knots) 
Cordage is the backbone of survival construction. Whether I am securing a tarp, repairing gear, or 
fashioning snares, strong and reliable cordage is indispensable. I use paracord, bank line, and tarred plant-
based hemp rope in my wilderness life. Mastering knots like the bowline, clove hitch, and taut-line hitch 
ensures that every cordage application is secure and functional. 

Nature provides abundant lessons in connection and strength. With their intricate designs, Spiderwebs 
inspire me to create robust structures, while vines and fibrous plants demonstrate how nature can be 
repurposed for survival needs. Creating natural cordage from materials like bark or nettles ties me directly 
to the earth, blending resourcefulness with ingenuity. 

8. Communications (Radio, Phone, Relationships) 
Communication is my bridge to safety and connection in the wilderness. Tools like an AM/FM portable 
radio, two-way radios, cellphone, satellite phone, and private messages provide lifelines while in the 
wilderness, enabling me to maintain contact with others or receive local news and weather updates. Pre-
arranged signals, such as reflective flashes from mirrors or smoke bursts, offer simple yet effective 
communication methods over long distances. 

Nature itself underscores the importance of communication. Birds call out warnings of predators, wolves 
howl to coordinate movements, and even ants leave pheromone trails to guide their colonies. These natural 
systems inspire my approach to both low-tech and high-tech communication strategies. Strong 
relationships with fellow travelers or local communities, friends, and family further enhance survival, 
fostering trust and collaboration from within the roughest places of the wilderness. 

9. Care (First-Aid, Hygiene, and Tools) 
Care in the wilderness extends beyond addressing injuries—it is about 
fostering resilience. A well-stocked first-aid kit allows me to handle cuts, 
burns, or more severe wounds. Hygiene practices, like cleaning with 
biodegradable soap or boiling water for purification, prevent illness and 
maintain my strength. 

Nature provides remedies that complement modern medicine. Willow 
bark relieves pain, while pine resin is a natural antiseptic. Tool 
maintenance is also integral to care—honing a blade, oiling an axe, or 
tightening gear ensures everything functions when I need it most. Care 
is proactive, not reactive—a philosophy that preserves health and preparedness. 

10. Combat (Insects, Animals, and People) 
Combat in the wilderness is less about aggression than preparation and awareness. Insects are deterred 
using bug nets, repellents, and the strategic use of smoky fires to drive them away. For predatory animals, 
awareness of your environment and defense includes maintaining distance, properly securing food far from 
camp to avoid attracting wildlife, and, when necessary, utilizing bear spray as a non-lethal deterrent for all 
predatory wildlife. Fire can also act as a deterrent for predators, creating both light and noise, together with 
their fear of fire can keep them at bay. As a last resort, a firearm can provide essential protection in life-
threatening encounters. 

Similar strategies apply to potential confrontations with people as to predatory animals. Staying vigilant, 
maintaining situational awareness, and avoiding unnecessary attention are critical. Bear sprays, firearms, 
a flaming stick from the campfire, and a knife and axe can also be effective defensive tools for personal 
protection. Creating barriers or signaling deterrence to establish boundaries around your camp location 
can also help. Combining these measures ensures a balanced and initiative-taking approach to safety. 

Nature teaches balance in defense, offering invaluable lessons. Porcupines raise their quills as a warning, 
while bees guard their hives with coordinated vigilance, and some birds and animals in groups have one 
member as a constant “look out” for danger. Even ants defend their colonies through organization and 
chemical signals.  



From these natural examples, I adapt strategies to remain safe and maintain harmony with the wilderness. 
Mimicking these defenses, I rely on creating safe zones, signaling potential threats, blending into the 
environment when needed, and I always “seek peace on my path of life, but I am always ready to make war,” 
just like animals in the wilderness whose lives are threatened. By observing and respecting the ways of 
nature, I learn that defense is not about instigating conflict but about coexisting safely and respectfully with 
both the natural world and other people. 

Nature and the Elements: The Universal Connection  
The 10-SCs align with the five natural elements: spirit, earth, fire, water, and air. As I apply the categories, I 
see how they mirror these elements. My spirit—my inner will—drives me to adapt. Earth provides stability 
and resources, fire transforms raw materials into usable energy, water sustains life, and air fosters 
awareness of my environment. This connection deepens my respect for the wilderness and reinforces the 
adaptability these categories provide. 

Lessons from the Wilderness 
Every adventure reaffirms the necessity of the 10-SCs, each playing a critical role in survival and 
preparedness. For example, using a Compass and natural navigation methods like the shadow stick 
technique ensures I stay oriented and avoid getting lost in unfamiliar terrain. My Container—a metal water 
bottle—carries water and is a tool for boiling and purifying it. 

Fire (Combustion) is a cornerstone of survival. Whether for cooking, purifying water, or creating light with 
a torch crafted from pine resin and tarred hemp rope, it provides essential warmth and security. Proper 
Cover is equally vital. My layered clothing, a waterproof jacket, and a compact sleeping system ensure I 
stay dry and warm, while a tarp and bug net provide shelter and protection from insects during the night. 

Adequate Calories are a constant consideration. High-energy foods like nuts, jerky, and dehydrated meals 
fuel my body during long treks. My Cutting tools—a fixed-blade knife and a folding saw—are indispensable 
for processing firewood, building shelters, or crafting tools. Cordage, such as paracord and tarred hemp 
rope, allows me to construct shelter, secure gear, or tie essential knots like a bowline or trucker’s hitch to 
set up a tarp’s ridgeline. 

Communication tools like a compact radio and my phone are critical for maintaining connections with the 
outside world, especially in emergencies. Equally important is Care—a well-stocked first-aid kit that helps 
me stay healthy by treating small and large injuries, hygiene essentials to ward off problems, and a tool 
maintenance kit that keeps my tools ready. Lastly, Combat preparedness ensures I can handle threats, 
whether repelling insects with DEET, deterring animals with noise or fire, or staying situationally aware to 
avoid confrontations with people. 

Each of these categories is interconnected, forming a structured framework that allows me to navigate and 
adapt to the challenges of the wilderness with confidence and resilience. 

The Microcosm and Macrocosm 
As I walk nature’s path, I am struck by the parallels between wilderness 
survival and the forces shaping the universe. The visible tools I carry, like 
my knife and compass, represent the tangible aspects of survival 
(Normal Matter). The unseen but ever-present principles—like the 
wind’s direction or the instinct to seek shelter—echo the hidden forces 
of Dark Matter. Finally, my will to persevere mirrors Dark Energy, the force 
propelling growth and adaptation. These connections inspire me to 
approach survival as a practical and reflective journey.  

Integrating 10-Survival Categories into Wilderness Actions 
The 10-SCs are not abstract concepts; they are actionable and adaptable. When building a fire under starlit 
skies, I think of Combustion as a transformative force, providing warmth and light while deepening my 
connection to nature. Setting up my hammock under a tarp reminds me of the balance between Cover for 

Microcosm 

Macrocosm 



protection and Cordage for stability. Filtering water connects me to Containers, ensuring hydration and 
demonstrating the importance of resourcefulness. Navigating a dense forest with a compass reminds me 
of Compass, representing direction and clarity in the wild. 

Observing animal trails while hunting or fishing connects me to Calories, as I secure essential energy for 
survival. Carefully carving stakes for camp with a sharp knife highlights the utility of Cutting tools, which 
enable creation and adaptation. Using bug nets, repellents, or even smoky fires demonstrates Combat 
against insects, while fire and bear spray extend this defense to predatory animals or people. Regularly 
tending to gear, sharpening tools, and maintaining cleanliness embodies Care, ensuring resilience and 
readiness. 

Even communication becomes vital when signaling with mirrors, radios, or shared plans, reflecting the 
importance of Communication in staying connected and safe. Each action I take reflects how the 10-SCs 
guide and harmonize my approach to the challenges of the wilderness, transforming preparation into a 
symphony of survival. 

Closing Thoughts 
Survival is not a test of endurance but a journey of resourcefulness and growth. The 10-SCs provide a 
structured foundation that turns challenges into manageable tasks. By grounding my approach in these 
categories, I embrace the wilderness as a teacher, not a foe. Each experience strengthens my connection 
to nature and my confidence in navigating uncertainty. The 10-SCs are my literal and metaphorical 
compass, guiding me through the intricate symphony of survival and resilience. 
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